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GEOGRAPHY 339:  
DISASTER MANAGEMENT AND COMMUNITY RESILENCE 
DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY, UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA 

Course outline - Fall 2014 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION  
Dr. Shannon Fargey 
Office: DTB Rm B308 
Email: fargey@uvic.ca 
Tel: 250-721-7342 
 
Office hours: Wednesday 2:00 to 3:00 pm  
  Thursday 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
  or by appointment 
 
Lecture Information: 
Time: Mon, Thurs – 4:30 – 5:50 pm 
Location: Cornett Building Bio7 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course explores hazardous events and the factors and conditions that lead to 
disasters. Events such as earthquakes, hurricanes, tsunamis, floods and droughts, among 
others are examined. Emphasis will be placed on understanding vulnerability and risk 
assessment, sustainable hazards mitigation and disaster management approaches to 
enhancing community resilience. 

TOPICS TO BE STUDIED: 
• Overview of Disaster Management 
• Understanding Hazards and Disasters 
• Risk and Vulnerability 
• Mitigation, Preparedness and Response 
• Recovery 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 
Coppola, D. P. (2011). Introduction to International Disaster Management (2th ed), 
Burlington, MA: Elsevier (available at the University Bookstore) 
 
A list of supplemental reading and texts will be posted on the course page. 
 
COMMUNICATION:  
CourseSpaces learning management systems (LMS) will serve as the main avenue of 
communication in this course. Please monitor the page on a regular basis for course 
announcements, readings assignments and lecture handouts.  
 
http://coursespaces.uvic.ca 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
Course Schedule, Topics, Important Dates  
 
Week 1: Sept 3 First Class: Introduction, course outline, and assignments.   
Week 2: Sept 8-12 Introduction Disaster Management  
Week 3: Sept 15-19 Understanding Hazards 
Week 4: Sept 22-26 Understanding Hazards 
Week 5: Sept 29-Oct 3 Risks and Vulnerability 
Week 6: Oct 6-10 Mitigation 
Week 7: Oct 13-17 Preparedness 
Week 8: Oct 20-24 Midterm exam (Oct 20th in class) 
Week 9: Oct 27-31 Response   
Week 10: Nov 3-7 Recovery 
Week 11: Nov 10-14 Reading Break (Mon –Wed); Thur - Recovery 
Week 12: Nov 17-21 British Columbia Emergency Management System and 

Government and NGO Responses 
Week 13: Nov 24-28 Group Presentations and Course Evaluation 
Week 14: Dec 1-3 Disaster Summary Term Project Due (Dec 1st in class) 

Final Exam during exam period (Date TBA) 
*DATES AND TOPICS MAY CHANGE 

 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• A high level of student cooperation and participation, involving asking and answering 

questions during the lectures.   
• Cell phones and portable music players must be turned off or silenced during lectures.  

Students are also required to remove earphones.  
• Students are required to attend all lectures and take notes.  
• Students are expected to be punctual for classes.  Not all material presented in the 

lectures is covered in the text.  
• The individual student is required to read the assigned chapters of the textbook prior 

to class.  Not all the textbook will be covered in the lectures but may be covered in the 
test or exam. 

 
CLASS CLIMATE 
The University of Victoria has made a conscientious effort to increase diversity in the 
student, staff and faculty member populations. To ensure that all class members feel 
welcomed and equally able to contribute to class discussions, we will all endeavour to be 
respectful in our language, our examples, and the manner in which we conduct our 
discussions and group work.  
If you have any concerns about the climate of the class, please contact me.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Academic dishonesty (plagiarism, cheating) is a very serious matter in any academic 
institution and is dealt with severely at the University of Victoria.  
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Infractions will be be dealt with in accordance with university policy. Commonly, the 
penalty for any form of cheating is a grade of F on the tests or final exam, or a final grade 
of F in the course.  Please familiarize yourself with the University policy on academic 
dishonesty found in the Undergraduate Calendar at the following website: 
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2011/FACS/UnIn/UARe/PoAcI.html 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me. 
 
STUDENTS WITH A DISABILITY 
If you have any type of disability, there are support systems, resources, and 
accommodation actions available to you. If you wish to access any of these supports, 
resources or accommodations, I encourage you to contact the Resource Centre for 
Students with a Disability ( http://www.stas.uvic.ca/osd/home.ihtml ) and I would be 
more than happy to work with you to ensure your success in this course. Please Note: 
You are under no obligation to disclose your disability.  
 
COURSE EXPERIENCE SURVEY 
I value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term, as in other courses at 
UVic, you will have the opportunity to complete an anonymous survey regarding your 
learning experience (CES). The survey is vital to providing feedback to me regarding the 
course and my teaching, as well as to the department improve the overall program for 
students in the future. The survey is accessed via MyPage and can be done on your 
laptop, table, or mobile device. I will remind you and provide you with more detailed 
information nearer the time but please be thinking about this important activity during the 
course.  
 
 
 


